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VISION

To create a culture of human rights where people know, 

understand and promote human rights and responsibilities to all 

in their communities.

MISSION

To provide as much human rights education as possible in South 

Africa especially in terms of human rights as a philosophy, 

understanding human rights systems, accessing rights especially 

socio-economic rights and learning skills to train others and 

promote human rights and to provide support to NGOs in the 

neighbouring countries.

The Human Rights Institute of South Africa (HURISA) is a non-profit non-governmental 

organisation incorporated under Section 21 of the Companies Act, 1973. It was founded in 

June 1993 as the Institute for the Study of Public Violence and served as the research and 

documentation arm of the Commission of Inquiry Regarding the Prevention of Public 

Violence and Intimidation, chaired by Judge Richard Goldstone. When the Goldstone 

Commission's mandate ended in 1994, the name of the organisation changed to the Human 

Rights Institute of South Africa. Since then HURISA has transformed itself into a human 

rights training organisation.  Within South Africa a wide constituency ranging from non-

governmental and community-based organisations to government officials, lawyers, 

women, students and school children have attended training and capacity building 

workshops and seminars conducted by HURISA.  The Human Rights Institute of South 

Africa has expanded into human rights training and capacity building on the African 

continent.  It has successfully been running an annual continental human rights training 

course over the past ten years.

The Human Rights Institute of South Africa has observer status at the African Commission 

on Human and People's Rights.  In addition, HURISA organises preparatory meetings for 

South African NGOs interested in engaging the Commission and financially supports and 

leads a South African NGO Forum to attend the NGO Forum meetings that precede the 

Commission open sessions.  The organisation is also a member of various networks on 

human rights promotion and protection at local, sub-regional and international levels.  
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National and Continental Perspective

Government’s Annual 
Budget: Attempts to 
addressing historical 
inequalities  

The SA Constitutional Court

 

 

Civil society gathering in front of the 
Parliament building to voice their 
concerns against the amended Children's 
Status Bill

HURISA operates within a dynamic South African context where democratic 

principles and human rights value systems are incorporated in the Constitution 

and various plans and policies which government utilises as mechanisms to 

redress the inequalities of the past.  However, there are many national challenges 

regarding the implementation of economic and social rights and these include but 

are not limited to:

4 Government has 4 Corruption and 4 High unemployment 

many demands on mismanagement of means that many 

its spending funds reduce the people are unable to 

priorities that are amount of available afford basic 

specifically targeted resources to address necessities.

to improve the lives community needs. 4 The effect of past 

of people. According to the injustices continue to 

4 There appears to be Minister of Social impact on the rights 

a lack of capacity in Development (16 of people, for 

government to February 2005), 1.5 example, high 

ensure that billion is lost per illiteracy rates and 

community annum due to fraud low workplace skills 

priorities are and corruption.  levels.    

addressed.

Our first key area of human rights treaties Declaration Treaty and 

focus is facilitation of ratified by South Africa the African Charter on 

the understanding of at United Nations level, Human and People's 

human rights issues as the African System of Rights. 

entrenched in the human rights and 
The challenge to create 

Constitution and the jurisprudence 
a vibrant human rights 

Bill of Rights, Children's established through the 
culture at a community 

Bill, monitoring the Southern African 
level in South Africa's 

fulfilment of Development 
poorest provinces, 

international Community and 
namely, Limpopo, 

obligations and regional African Union policies, 
KwaZulu Natal and 

instruments at local in particular the 
Eastern Cape, was not 

level. These include all Southern African 
attended to in isolation 

 

HURISA understands that provincial, national, regional and international 

statutory frameworks have a direct effect and impact on the nature of our 

capacity building work.  Hence, our aim is to ensure that human rights 

practitioners in South Africa know, understand and engage with the relevant 

legislative and statutory frameworks so that a culture of human rights 

promotion and protection can be fostered. 
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 The SA Government has still to 
sign the Declaration allowing 
NGOs to bring cases to the 
African Court.

from the regional human between CBO's/NGOs and Our third key area 

rights landscape.  Thus, representatives of the focuses on building the 

HURISA's research in the Departments of Foreign capacity of local 

Southern African Affairs and Justice and the councillors so that they 

Development Community South African Human are able to assess local and 

region has found that Rights Commission and provincial government's 

there is very limited Commission of Gender compliance with human 

knowledge and Equality around each rights legislation, as it 

experience of the African session of the African should be applied for the 

human rights system, in Commission.  benefit of the communities 

particular the African they serve.  This focus has 
In addition to forming a 

Commission on Human gained additional impetus 
strong national lobby, the 

and Peoples' Rights, since the local government 
objective of the Pan 

which has been in elections in March 2006 
African meetings is to 

existence since 1987.  But and a new stable of 
develop a network of 

very few civil councillors has been 
organizations to lobby our 

organizations interface employed, and the 
government in regard to 

with the African assumption can be made 
its obligations under the 

Commission or make use that these councillors do 
African Charter on 

of the African human not have the required 
Human and Peoples' 

rights system in their understanding of 
Rights and to coordinate 

work.  As our government provincial, national and 
efforts to improve the 

has undertaken AU statutes with regard to 
African human rights 

obligations by ratifying the implementation of 
system.  This, we believe 

African human rights human rights principles 
can be achieved through 

treaties, it is important for and targets.  The scope of 
quality training 

civil society organizations this government target 
interventions, monitoring 

to ensure that they fulfil group increased to include 
and evaluations of the 

those obligations.  the Monitoring and 
organisations and 

Already our government Evaluation of Chapter 
mentoring support to 

has failed to submit two Nine Institutions so that 
human rights practitioners 

periodic reports to the these appendages of 
and organisations.  

African Commission government are also 
Participation of NGOs in 

timesouly.  It has also not capacitated to assess their 
shadow reporting on steps 

signed the Declaration compliance with relevant 
taken by the government 

allowing NGOs to bring national, regional and 
to improve human rights 

cases to the African Court. international legislation 
to various 

and their concomitant 
HURISA identified this as intergovernmental 

mandates.  
a second key area and has structures was 

taken the initiative to coordinated at national 

coordinate meetings level.
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graphic. 

Caption describing picture or 

Open Society Foundation 
for South Africa

The Open Society Africa. HURISA's goals and social rights is 

Foundation for South have been restructured undoubtedly of 

Africa, Cape Town, to include monitoring paramount importance. 

supported HURISA to the fulfilment of both 
The work undertaken 

stem out of the main international and 
by HURISA is critical to 

stream and had the regional obligations at 
the continuing 

opportunity to review the national and 
development of South 

its vision through the regional levels.  The 
Africa as a transitional 

services of an continuation of the 
democracy.  HURISA's 

independent evaluator, African Human Rights 
work is also important 

Umhlaba Development Camp places HURISA 
to the progression of 

Services.  The outcome as a prominent leader 
human rights in South 

of the intervention in human rights 
Africa as well as in the 

affirmed HURISA as a awareness and training 
regional economic 

leading national in the Southern African 
community 

organisation region.  Furthermore an 
programmes 

implementing unique opportunity to take up 
implemented by 

Pan African monitoring of 
governments in the 

programmes at the government agencies 
SADC and continental 

national, regional levels with regard to fulfilling 
levels.

and impact genuine their obligations, such 

human rights work in as delivery on economic 

The work undertaken by HURISA is critical to the 

continuing development of South Africa as a transitional 

democracy.  HURISA's work is also important to the 

progression of human rights in South Africa as well as in the 

regional economic community programmes implemented by 

governments in the SADC and continental level.

The year 2005 brought a new landmark for the South African NGO and CBO 

community. To most donors and largely from overseas, South Africa is no 

longer a priority country. This means the bulk of the foreign aid is no longer 

handed to civil society like it used to be in the past. But it is now channelled 

through government coffers. Since then many organisations have diversified 

their organisational missions to meet new changes.
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PROJECTS  

Economic And Social Rights For Children 
 

The South African  The South African accessing their rights.  

Constitution guarantees Schools Act of 1996 and Increasingly, poor rural 

the rights of the child the Children's Bill, communities are seeing 

under section 28, which which proposes to the emergence of child-

include the right to a overhaul the legal headed households.  

basic education; framework to protect 
The right of children to 

however the reality is and promote the rights 
be protected from 

that a number of of children, incorporate 
inhuman and degrading 

children still encounter South Africa's 
treatment or 

challenges in receiving constitutional and 
punishment, the School 

these constitutional international law 
Act prohibits corporal 

rights.  obligations.  
punishment both in 

HURISA responded to However despite these public and private 

these concerns by developments of legal spheres. Section 12 (1) 

conducting training reform children, (a) of the Constitution 

workshops for  rural (particularly those in protects everyone to be 

communities of Eastern rural areas) continue to free from all forms of 

Cape, Kwazulu Natal suffer from various violence in both public 

and Limpopo provinces.  forms of violations of and private life, also (1) 

human rights (e) not to be treated or 
The training sessions, 

perpetrated both in the punished in a cruel, 
covered a range of 

public and private inhuman or degrading 
topics including an 

spheres.  Access to a way. Parents are 
introduction to human 

basic education, health prohibited from 
rights, the Bill of Rights, 

care, and government allowing their children 
the Constitution, and 

financial support (social to be punished in any 
economic and social 

security) are some of the way in the private and 
rights.  During the 

rights, which children in public sphere. Section 10 
sessions, a few 

rural areas do not fully of the Schools Act 
reoccurring themes and 

enjoy.   The HIV and includes provision for 
issues appeared such as 

AIDS pandemic and prosecution of parents 
social grants, school fees 

poverty are further where they allow their 
and corporal 

factors that prevent children to be subjected 
punishment.  

children from fully to corporal punishment.  

(Continued on page 8)

The government of South Africa has identified children, particularly those in 

rural areas, as a vulnerable group needing attention as they continue to suffer 

various violations of their rights in both the private and public spheres. 

Concerns regarding violations of children's rights include physical and sexual 

abuse, neglect, malnutrition, denial of access to schools for failing to pay school 

fees, lack of transportation to and from school, lack of sanitary facilities, bad or 

dilapidated school buildings, and inadequate feeding schemes.  

Corporal Punishment:

For years the use of corporal 

punishment was standard in South 

Africa's schools as a form of discipline.  

The South African Schools Act of 1996 

includes the prohibition of corporal 

punishment under Chapter 2.  The 

Department of Education has issued a 

booklet on a guideline of the 

alternative to corporal punishment to 

help educators.  However, while 

educators are slowly moving away 

from corporal punishment, they are 

now using other forms of humiliating 

and degrading punishment that are 

psychologically and emotionally 

damaging to children.

The children's rights training that 

HURISA conducts in the rural schools 

is vital.  The education provided by 

HURISA is often the only training on 

human rights these communities have.  

In order to combat the issue of corporal 

punishment, HURISA must continue 

its training.  HURISA has much work 

to do in these communities.  Before 

non-harmful alternative methods will 

work, all community members must 

first understand why corporal 

punishment is wrong and the long-

term effects degrading forms of 

punishment have on the mental health 

of learners.  HURISA is in a unique 

position to educate the community on 

human rights and to lobby the 

government for more support.  
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 until that person gives These are some of the still chased away from 

up. problems still faced by school if parents are not 

rural community paying. The 
In a report provided by 

schools. Ezingolweni rural 
the Community Law 

community in Kwazulu 
The corruption among Centre, South Africa 

Natal province area 
civil servants within has over 840 000 child- 

does not have mobile 
government especially headed households 

offices like in other 
the Departments of whose parents have 

provinces; where the 
Health and Social died from the AIDS 

department of Home 
Development (the pandemic. Limpopo Affairs and Social 
allegation was made rural communities have Development visit the 
that when a person has high numbers which communities for 
to apply for a disability are expected to increase applications of birth 
grant, she/he should pay by the year 2015 should certificates and Identity 
R500 to the Social the government fail to Documents 
Development Official come up with a simultaneously as they 
and R500 to the District comprehensive health apply for social grants. 
Surgeon. As a result programme. Five 
some people who Sanitation and water is million people in South 
receive disability grants still a problem for rural 

Africa are living with 
are those that do not schools. Most schools 

HIV/AIDS. The 
qualify) this is said to purchase water from the 

government had 
apply to other grants nearest neighbours so 

indicated that it had 
like child support grant that they can use it for 

provided anti-retroval 
and foster care grant. drinking, watering their 

drugs to people living 
The District Surgeon in gardens and for 

with AIDS two years 
question is based at cleaning classrooms and 

ago. However less than 
Muchison Hospital, in toilets. Some schools use 

one million people 
Kwazulu Natal the bush to relieve 

were assisted with province. themselves as the 
medication and problem of sanitation 

There is also a high rate nutrition. The affect most 
of orphaned and programme does not communities.
vulnerable children cover adequately in 
within the community The Children's' Rights rural communities of 
that are not receiving Programme was funded Free State, Limpopo 
assistance from the by DANIDA, the Danish and Western Cape 
government. In cases International provinces.
where community Development Agency 
members try to assist, The issue of school fees from the Danish 
social workers will also continues to be a Embassy.  
request various problem. Learners are 
documents one by one 

(Continued from page 7)
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HURISA collaborates Rweshe, a non-profit drugs, crime, 

with the Alexandra organisation working unemployment, 

Children and Youth in the informal economic and social 

Tsoelopele Projects settlement of Rabie rights, environmental 

(ACYTP) to identify Ridge ext 4, Midrand, and developmental 

leaders among the (situated on the east rights.  It was also 

youth to attend of Johannesburg) noted that 

training workshops.  participants would 
 Nthweshe Ke Go 

The project brings need training and 
Rweshe runs 

together young facilitation skills for 
community initiatives 

people to partake in conducting 
on HIV / AIDS and 

training workshops community 
social grants.  This 

on the rights and workshops for 
training session with 

responsibilities of the successful capacity 
HURISA was the first 

youth.  It also imparts building in the 
of its kind they had 

skills on how to community.  In the 
attended.  

facilitate community meantime they will be 

workshops so that the The objective of the playing a role in an 

youth can provide training workshop environmental 

training to others in was to empower the programme initiated 

schools and partners at Nthweshe by the Alexandra 

organisations in the Ke Go Rweshe to play local government on 

Alexandra vital roles at local Rodent Control.

community.  The community level.  The 
The Youth 

youth are taught how workshop focused on 
Development Project 

to advocate and lobby human rights theories 
was funded by 

local government for and international and 
HIVOS, the Humanist 

effective changes on regional human rights 
Institute for 

the economic and systems.  There were 
Cooperation with 

social problems faced also presentations on 
Developing 

in Alexandra.  major problems of 
Countries.  

human rights 
Hurisa established a 

affecting the youth 
relationship with 

such as HIV / AIDS, 
Nthweshe Ke Go 

Youth Development

Through the Youth Development Project, HURISA hopes to encourage the 

youth from marginalized and impoverished segment of urban South Africa to 

play a vital role in the community to address the political, economic and social 

problems faced at local levels.
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Social and Economic Rights Training for Local Councillors 

(Continued on page 11)
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Social and Economic Rights Training for Local Councillors

 

HURISA conducted training Land and housing private land. The informal 

workshops on human rights Despite new legislation settlement has been 

for local councillors in rural addressing access to land, it growing since 1986 after the 

communities of KwaZulu- is not available for new Farm owner Mr. Ruben 

Natal, Limpopo, Free State, farmers to use for provided rental 

Gauteng, Western Cape, agricultural purposes. accommodation for his farm 

Eastern Cape and the North workers and their families. 
There are educational 

West provinces.  The The settlement has over 
institutions such as schools 

purpose of these trainings 4000 shack dwellers. There 
and pre-schools that are still 

was to empower local are no toilets, sanitation, or 
under the ownership of 

councillors to improve environmental clean up and 
farmers. The Communal 

delivery of economic and has 2 taps to serve over 4000 
Land and Security of 

social rights at local level shack dwellers. 
Tenure Acts provides 

through understanding of 
limited rights of land The settlement is regularly 

their Constitutional and 
ownership for rural exposed to fires but there is 

legislative obligations.
communities. Title deeds or no access for fire 

The situation of economic sectional titles provide full department and 

and social rights in Free ownership rights;  since ambulances during 

State, Limpopo and land ownership was emergencies. The children 

Western Cape provinces. prohibited for African are frequently ill due to 

These provinces with the people in the past the poverty and hygiene 

exception of the Western government's approach to conditions. There are 

Cape have a system of delivery of this right in outbreaks of Cholera and 

district municipalities. The rural communities is slow. gastro enteritis, 

provinces have high levels Contractors appointed by Tuberculosis and 

of poverty, unemployment sector departments to build HIV/AIDS. leading to AIDS. 

rates, lack of free houses do not meet Although there are 

participation in acceptable housing measures put in place to 

communities, informal standards. treat TB and HIV/AIDS 

settlements, health hazards, there are limited resources. 
Informal settlement

(particularly HIV/AIDS In addition the community 
Informal settlement is no 

pandemic), lack of do not discuss HIV/AIDS 
longer a problem affecting 

infrastructure, water, openly. Often a feeling of 
the urban dwellers alone; it 

sanitation and electricity. hopelessness pervades the 
has also extended to rural 

Also, there are poor roads, community who look to the 
communities. Informal 

high levels of congestion in leadership to solve all their 
settlements are 

taxi ranks, and problems. The community 
mushrooming in these three 

environmental degradation has made several 
provinces without proper 

due to: dumping, littering, interventions to local 
control by the local 

andshortage of formal government without 
government. In Western 

housing. Most families success.
Cape province, there is an 

depend on Gauteng 
informal settlement called The situation of Doornbach 

province for jobs. 
Doornbach situated on  epitomise the informal 

Included in South Africa's progressive Constitution is the guarantee of equitable 

delivery of economic and social rights.  According to Section 152 of the Constitution, 

the local government is obliged to ensure the provision of services to communities in 

a sustainable manner. 
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 to access of services and the Constitutional right. respected as provided by the 

provision of adequate Privatisation of services also Constitution. Rural 

housing hampers access to basic communities are not 

services to the poor. prioritised and progress in 
The implementation of court 

implementing privatised development is very slow. 
decisions is also not 

services such as 6 kilo-litres The other problem mainly 
enforced; in particular, the 

of water per household per faced in Limpopo province is 
judgment handed down by 

month shoul be reviewed. parallel planning within 
the Constitutional court in 

various departments. 
the Grootboom case, in 2001 Health 

has not been implemented. The lack of facilities to The right to information

address health problems The Government 
Water and electricity

faced in rural communities is Communication Information 
Clean water and electricity 

untenable. The communities Services (GCIS) has a 
are a luxury for most 

have few clinics, hospitals mandate to promote 
communities. The local 

and health workers to attend government services for all 
councils made promises 

to demands brought by departments. It has 
before coming to power to 

illnesses.  The impact of HIV community workers and 
deliver water and electricity 

and AIDS in rural offices located in the 9 
as free services. However 

communities is vast and cuts provinces. However there is 
after attaining power, the 

across a number of rights no clear linkage on how they 
implementation of services 

such as access to education relate with local 
was not realised. Although 

and welfare of children.  municipalities. The lack of 
the government has reported 

Severe poverty and hunger information about their role 
that it has provided water to 

exacerbate the situation. and activities of other 
14 million needy people, Free 

government structures 
State and Limpopo provinces Unemployment 

stagnate understanding of 
are still waiting delivery on The unemployment rate is 

responsibilities of local 
portable water, electricity over 40% in the country in 

government with regard to 
and sanitation. Communities general. and very high in 

implementation of rights. 
resort to the use of dams or rural communities. Limpopo 

Strategies for advocacy 
water from nearby streams. province has unemployment 

should be developed to 
of over 50%. Poverty is 

Sometimes the council woull popularise the CGIS and 
rampant while access to 

disconnect water and improve information 
education and welfare are 

implement electricity cuts dissemination. In Western 
adversely affected by the lack 

when communities cannot Cape province the 
of resources. Allocation of 

afford to pay services. This inefficiency and 
resources are minimal in 

has grave implications for incompetence of this 
rural communities due to the 

the poor. The Water Act departmental discipline was 
backlog faced by the 

provides individuals with 6 described as a barrier for 
province.

kilolitres of water per day channelling information 

and empowers standard rate Human dignity between the communities 

charges from 7 kilolitres. The right to human dignity is and local government. 

According to the Act water one of the corner stones of 

disconnections may result in democracy in South Africa. 

no access for the poor. Access However the general 

to water is a right protected impression the majority in 

in the Constitution and rural communities has is 

disconnection is a breach of a their human dignity is not 

Page 1 Page 11 
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Documentation and Information Handling

 

 

Doornbach:

In 1986, a farm owner, Mr. Ruben, provided rental 

accommodation on his private land for his farm workers 

and their families.  Since then an informal settlement of 

over 4000 shack dwellers has sprung up.  There are no 

toilets, no sanitation, no environmental clean-up, and 2 

water taps for the entire settlement.  The area experiences 

frequent fires and emergency vehicles and service providers 

can not access the area.  Children are frequently ill due to 

poverty and unhygienic conditions.  There are outbreaks of 

cholera, gastroenteritis, tuberculosis, HIV and AIDS.  

Community leaders have appealed to the local government, 

but no official reply has been made.  

The existence of this informal settlement is a violation of 

the right to access services and the provision of adequate 

housing.  

As a part of the follow- determine the extent to theoretical aspect of 
up to the which the initial the training had been 
Documentation and training had been implemented.  
Information Handling implemented in the 

Access to computers training of 2004, participants' 
remains an obstacle to HURISA performed an organisation and 
maximise the use of evaluation of the communities.  
software received at the training in March 2005. 

The report was that training by many 
The purpose of this mostly only the organisations. 
evaluation was to 



Filsan Omer joined collected some challenges faced by 

HURISA in January potentially useful Human Rights NGOs 

2006 as an intern from information. The in South Africa for an 

the Netcorps website project took Africa Union 

Programme arranged up most of her time. workshop, which was 

by Human Rights She mostly collected held in Sierra Leone. 

Internet in Canada. information and She also assisted staff 

She worked on two designed templates members with 

main projects, one for use in the website computer software 

being funding application.  Filsan support where the 

research on which she researched into need arises.

HURISA conducted a Omer from HURISA. Computers were set 

training course on up to give participants 
The participants were 

Capacity building: practical experience 
introduced to basic 

Tools and Techniques on the installation and 
concepts for 

for Monitoring and use of the software.
monitoring and 

Documenting Human 
documenting human The participants were 

Rights Violations in 
rights violations; very excited about the 

Johannesburg. This 
standard formats for training and its 

follows from a request 
monitoring human possible impact 

by Zimbabwe Human 
rights violations; how within their 

Rights Organisation 
to complete, use and organisation. A 

(Zimrights). The 
adapt the Revised possible spin-off 

course took place on 
Events Standard could be (1) that 

28 February to 3 
Formats, as well as HURISA conduct 

March 2006.
How to develop a list similar training for all 

It was attended by Mr of index terms. The the regional offices of 

Dzikamai A second half of the Zimrights in 

Machingura (Acting programme was spent Zimbabwe, and or (2) 

Director) and Mr on databases and the that HURISA develop 

Overson Chiyaka WinEvys computer a Local Geographical 

(Technical Advisor), software in use for Index for Zimbabwe, 

both from Zimrights, capturing data and which will be 

as well as Gladys the dissemination of appended to the 

Makitla and Filsan information. WinEvsys database.
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CAPACITY BUILDING: Tools and Techniques for Monitoring  

and Documenting Human Rights Violations 

INTERNSHIP PROGRAMMES 

Conducting tools & techniques
fo Monitoring rights violations in Zimbabwe

 

Web: Human Rights Internet-



 

 
PARTICIPATION AT THE AFRICAN COMMISSION ON 

HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS
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Members of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights - The Gambia

The African Commission HURISA also supports responsibility of 

on Human and Peoples' NGO representatives from strengthening the work of 

Rights was established as a the South African NGO human rights defenders in 

mechanism for the Forum to attend and the SADC region.  
th

promotion and protection participate at the sessions  The 38  session, was 

of human rights on the of the African Commission.    noteworthy in that Pansy 

continent.  The HURISA encouraged and Tlakula, the Chief 

Commission is composed supported the Centre for Executive Officer of 

of elected members by the the Study of Violence and Independent Electoral 

Assembly of Heads of Reconciliation and the Commission was 

States and Governments, Community Law Centre, inaugurated to serve as 

meets twice a year.  University of Western Cape Commissioner at the 

to apply for observer status African Commission. 

To fulfil its role as a at the African Commission.  Furthermore the first 

regional leader in human periodic report of South 
th

rights and to encourage HURISA attended the 37  Africa was presented.  A 
thgreater participation by and 38  sessions of the shadow country report was 

South African NGOs, African Commission on prepared in collaboration 

HURISA holds pre and Human and Peoples' Rights with other key national 

post meetings convened in Banjul, The Gambia.  In human rights organisations 

before and after each addition, HURISA with observer status for 
th

session of the African participated in the NGO submission at the 38  

Commission for South Forums preceding the session.  The shadow 

African NGOs working in public sessions of the report was to assist the 

the human rights sector.  African Commission, Commission to assess the 

The South African NGO which consult and state report.  HURISA's 

Forum was initiated by coordinate NGO strategies ability to participate in 

HURISA to inform for participation during the these sessions and the 

participants on the African open sessions.  preceding NGO Forums is 

human rights system and During this forum HURISA invaluable.  

to identify critical human was asked to present on the 

rights issues in the region human rights situation in 

for presentation at the the SADC region and was 

Commission sessions.  entrusted with a 

Pic by: ACHPR



 

 

ISSUES ARISING FROM 37th/38th SESSIONS
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The NGO Forums provide a space for African and 

international NGOS to discuss a range of thematic and 

contemporary human rights issues prevalent in Africa.  
thSome issues covered at the 38  session NGO Forum 

include:

§ Human rights situation in Darfur, western Sudan 

and Zimbabwe

§ Situation of the rights of women in Africa

§ Protection and promotion of human rights 

defenders in Africa

§ Video presentation of human rights violations and 

suffering inflicted on Zimbabwean citizens during 

the government operation “Urban Clean-Up”

§ Networking for human rights in Africa

Reports of the commissioners on their inter-sessional 

activities include:

§ Rights of Women in Africa

§ Freedom of Expression in Africa

§ Prisons and Conditions of Detention in Africa



 
thThis year October marks the 25  

Anniversary of the African Charter 

on Human and People's Rights 

& 

20 years of entry into force of the 

African Charter.
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The Coalition for an year.  On 21 - 25 the African Union 

African Court on November 2005, a guidelines for the 

Human and Peoples' committee of legal nominations of the 

Rights is a collection experts met in judges.  A strategic 

of non-governmental Algiers, Algeria to document reflecting 

organisations and discuss a draft of a this was prepared for 

national human rights protocol that will the media and 

institutions involved become the African presented at the 

in public awareness Court of Justice and African Summit.  The 

activities and Human Rights.  This announcement of the 

advocacy.  The draft contained a 11 elected judges to 

Coalition is interested number of proposals the African Court on 

to widen its made by the Human and Peoples' 

membership and to Coalition.  In early Rights was made on 

raise awareness on January 2006, the 21 January 2006 

the African Court on coordinator organised summit held in 

Human and Peoples' and attended a Khartoum, Sudan. 

Rights, and meeting of the 
The Coalition's work 

advocating at the Management 
continues through the 

African Union and Committee of the 
translations of 

national government Coalition in Dakar, 
publications and 

levels for the Senegal.  The meeting 
other advocacy-

immediate was to reviewed 
related activities.  The 

establishment of the information on the 
Guide on the protocol 

African Human candidates nominated 
on the African Court 

Rights Court.  The to serve on the 
on Human and 

Human Rights African Court of 
People's Rights was 

Institute of South Human and People's 
published in early 

Africa is the host Rights. Litigation 
March 2006, which 

organisation of the strategy  and 
was also translated 

Coalition and the advocacy strategy 
into, French, 

coordinator. were determined for 
Portuguese, Arabic, 

the African Union 
This continental effort and Kiswahili. 

Summit.  The meeting 
has made big impact 

found that most states 
in terms of achieving 

did not comply with 
its goals over the past 

COALITION FOR AN AFRICAN HUMAN RIGHTS 

COURT ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS

This 

continental 

effort has 

made big 

impact in 

terms 

achieving its 

goals
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February 2005 Inequality and Violence: Is consult and coordinate Democratic Republic of 

There a Human Rights strategies for participation Congo  
HURISA acted as 

Response?” organised by at open sessions.
secretariat for South February 16  18, 2006

the World Organisation 
African Network on the November 21  December 5, 

Against Torture held at the HURISA was selected by 
African Court, a project 2005

Geneva International the African Union to 
funded by the Foundation thConference Centre in HURISA attended the 38  participate as a resource 
for Human Rights. 

Geneva, Switzerland.  Session of African person at the AU 
HURISA provided 

Commission on Human workshop on “Promotion 
expertise to the October 5,2005

and People's Rights  of Human Rights: the 
formulation of the South 

HURISA was invited by Banjul, the Gambia Culture of Peace and 
African position around 

Alexandra Children's Respect for Constitutions 
the merger on the African December 2, 2005

Library to hold a seminar in Countries Emerging 
Court of Human Rights 

on Children's Rights: HURISA was invited by from Conflict.” The 
and Court of Justice. A 

Access to Justice for Network Against Child workshop was held in 
conference was held in 

Alexandra Township Labour to present at the Freetown, Sierra Leone.  
Nairobi to maximise 

educators.  It was co- workshop on Trafficking HURISA presented on the 
ratification of the court 

hosted with the South of young girls into South SADC region experience 
and encourage civil 

African Human Rights Africa paper on broad human 
society to articulate issues 

Commission. rights challenges, 
around the merger of the December 7 9, 2005

opportunities and 
two courts. October 18, 2005

HURISA was invited by remedies.  

August 26, 2005 HURISA held a seminar AMC to present 
February 28  March 3, 2006

on Human Rights at the “Democracy and Delivery: 
HURISA was requested by 

Johannesburg Female Reviving Local Voice to HURISA conducted a 
Cape Town Municipality, 

Prison for 56 participants. Protect Basic Human training course on 
Western Cape Province to 

Rights” at a workshop on Capacity Building: Tools 
hold a seminar at the October 27, 2005

“Maximising Service and Techniques for 
Speaker's Forum  UCLGA, 

HURISA was invited by Delivery through Efficient Monitoring and 
Seminar on Human Rights 

the Department of Social and Effective Use of Documenting Human 
& United Cities and Local 

Services to present on the Limited Resources.” Rights Violations for the 
Government of Africa.  

Constitutional obligations Zimbabwe Human Rights 
January 13  14, 2006

September 19  27, 2005 of government in Organisation (Zimrights)

implementing social and HURISA participated at 
HURISA conducted March 2, 2006

economic rights at the the Civil Society 
training on rights and 

intergovernmental Consultation on HURISA participated at a 
responsibilities of youth 

ministerial network. Engagement with the civil society consultative 
for Nthweshe Ke Go 

African Union in Nairobi, Dialogue Forum, which 
Rweshe. November 18  20, 2005

Kenya. This civil society was organised by the 
thOctober 4  6, 2005 HURISA attended the 38  initiative succeeded in Foundation for Human 

Session of the African advocating the AU Rights in collaboration 
HURISA was invited to 

Commission on Human Assembly to offer AU with Human Sciences 
attend the international 

and People's Rights Chairmanship to the Research Council of South 
conference “Poverty, 

preceding NGO Forum to government of the African, and SANGOCO.

PARTICIPATION AT EVENTS



www.hurisa.org.za 

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 31267

Braamfontein, 2017

SOUTH AFRICA

Web: www.hurisa.org.za

Physical Address

15th Floor, Sable Centre

41 De Korte Street

Braamfontein

Phone: +27 11 403 0850

Fax: +27 11 403 0855

E-mail: info@hurisa.org.za
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